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Enhanced MARCO Portal Goals

 “Knowledge platform”  One-Stop Shopping for Mid-Atlantic 
Ocean Planning 

 Best available data, well vetted with data owners/creators, 
managers and stakeholders……Common baselines..

 State of the Art User Interface and Tools

 Decision SUPPORT, not Decision MAKING

 Links and integration with diverse State and Federal data 
and mapping resources
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Data Types & Attributes

 Administrative: Official boundaries and areas designated by 
state and federal agencies for specific uses

 Human use data: e.g. commercial and recreational fishing, 
shipping, sand mining and energy development

 Biological data: including areas identified as ecologically 
significant and/or sensitive to disturbance

 Geophysical: e.g depth, substrate, topography, wind speed

 Stakeholder relevant and vetted “Attributes” for each are 
key – need to be “planning-relevant” and detailed as 
needed to enable robust decision support .

Administrative Data:  DOD 

Source: DOD East 
Coast OCS Wind 

No 
Restrictions, 

10 31%

Site Specific 
Stipulations, 

65 45%

Wind Energy 
Exclusion 

Area, 24.24%

Energy Assessment

Provider:  BOEM

Summary:  
Assessment of OCS 
blocks where wind 
excluded or allowed 

ith it ifi

Assessment 
Category Category Type

Square 
Nautical Miles

Percentage 
of Total

CAT 1 No Restrictions 3,277.00 10.31%
CAT 2 Site Specific Stipulations 20,804.09 65.45%
CAT 3 Exclusion Area 7,705.77 24.24%

Total Sq NM Assessed 31,786.85 

10.31%65.45%
with site specific 
stipulations

In discussion with 
BOEM, NOAA and 
DOD to obtain, refine 
as needed.
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Human Use Data:   
Commercial Shipping

Source: 2009 United States 
Automatic Identification System y
(AIS) Database

Data Provider: NOAA CSC, 
USCG’s AIS program

Summary: Vessel traffic data 
summarized into a density gridsummarized into a density grid 
for planning purposes within 
the U.S. coastal waters. 

Complete as of this week, 
uploaded to Portal by June 1st

Human Use Data:   
Commercial Shipping

Source: 2009 United States 
Automatic Identification System y
(AIS) Database

Data Provider: NOAA CSC, 
USCG’s AIS program

Summary: Vessel traffic data 
summarized into a density gridsummarized into a density grid 
for planning purposes within 
the U.S. coastal waters. 

Complete as of this week, 
uploaded to Portal by June 1st
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Biological Data: Deep-Sea 
Corals

Source: USGS Cold-Water 
Coral Geographic Database

Data Provider: NOAA 
Biogeography Branch NCCOS

Biological Data:  Sea Birds

Source: Manomet Bird 
Observatory Seabird and 
Cetacean AssessmentCetacean Assessment 
Program (CSAP) 

Data Provider: NOAA 
NCCOS, BOEM

Summary:  
• Relative abundance 

predictive models forpredictive models for 
individual species.

• Hotspots of abundance, 
richness and diversity for 
multiple species.

• NCCOS to complete by 
end of 2012
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Human Use Data:  
Commercial Fishing

Source: Fishing Vessel Trip 
Reports (VTR)
Data Provider: NMFS NEData Provider: NMFS NE 
Regional Office

Summary: Information on Effort 
(# of trips by gear type) and 
Catch (# of lbs/value by species) 
federally permitted fishing 
vessels between 2000 and 2009

Waiting on final approval for 
public release of data…

Will work with Fishers to be sure 
limits of data are well 
understood, and identify ways 
where feasible to fill gaps

Human Use Data:  
Commercial Fishing

Source: Fishing Vessel Trip 
Reports (VTR)

Data Provider: NMFS NE 
Regional Office

Summary: Spatially explicit 
information on effort (# of trips 
by gear type) and catch (# of y g yp ) (
lbs/value by species) federally 
permitted fishing vessels 
between 2000 and 2009

Waiting on final approval for 
public release of data
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Data Needs Update

Administrative
 Military, Hazard and restricted 

Human Use
 Recreational boating and fishing

areas  

Biological
 Deep Water Corals, Locations and 

Predictive Model  

 Marine Mammal Migratory 
Pathways

 Coastal Bird Habitat

 Commercial fisheries: VMS

 Commercial fisheries: VTR

 Mining locations 

 NOAA Fisheries Observer Program

 State fisheries data  

 Commercial shipping:  AIS  

 Discharge points
 Sea Bird Predictive Distribution 

Model

 Select TNC NWM ERA data

Geophysical
 Finite Volume Coastal Ocean 

Model

 Discharge points

 Port locations

 Energy Facilities

Legend
Data Products Available
Work Underway
No Work
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Portal Roll Out

Version I

• Data 
acquisition 
and viewing 
functions

• Early June

Version II

• Portal website 
launch

• More data

• Viewable 
sector‐specific 

Version III

• More data

• More spatial 
filters

• Ability to 
design/ analyze 

Final Portal

• Peer reviewed

• All stakeholder 
data 
incorporated

• Improved • Early June  
2012

parameters 
and spatial 
filters

• July 2012

g / y
areas and 
generate 
reports

• Late Fall 2012

feature and 
functions

• June 2013

Questions and Advice?


